
Host a Reader Club 
event and get up close 
and personal with  
our readers

Do you want a captive group travel organiser audience 
exclusively for you in addition to an article in Group Leisure?  
Look no further than the highly successful Group Leisure Reader 
Club. Our exclusive Reader Club has been offering readers of Group 
Leisure magazine exclusive familiarisation trips since November 1996 
and in turn offering venues, attractions, tourist boards and tour 
operators a unique way of promoting their products with a high 
impact promotion in the magazine and online.
 
If you would like to host a Reader Club day or trip with us 
you will benefit from one of the following packages:
 
One day trip:
l Admin and expert advice
l Full page promotion of trip
l We send you a yes and no list after application for discussion
l Co-host and attend trip itself
l Write a follow up article (at least one page)
l Half page advert to complement the promotional issue
£1,550 + VAT
 
Two days or more trip:
l Admin and expert advice
l Full page promotion of trip
l We send you a yes and no list after application for discussion
l Co-host and attend trip itself
l Write a follow up article (at least two pages)
l Full page advert to complement the promotional issue
£2,950 + VAT

s Reader Club Follow up feature in Group Leisure Magazine.

s Reader Club Promotions in Group Leisure Magazine.
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100      September 2011

There’s a lot more to Manchester than meets the eye - if 
you haven’t been before, you’ll discover there’s a lot to 
see and do. Birthplace of the Industrial Revolution, 
the city is home to a fascinating mix of old and new 

architecture and an array of attractions to suit all ages  
and interests.  

The city has flourished into a favoured city-break destination 
for both domestic and overseas groups with a host of things on 
offer. Join us for this enjoyable familiarisation day to see why you 
should be taking a group the next time you visit.

Culture vultures can take advantage of almost 90 galleries and 
museums dotted around the region, from the fascinating MOSI 
(Museum of Science & Industry) to the quayside Imperial War 
Museum North. Offering excellent shopping for those who like 
some retail therapy, you’ll find lots of gems both in and out  
of town.  

A varied events programme keeps groups entertained throughout 
the year, from avant-garde productions at the Royal Exchange 
Theatre to festivals celebrating the city’s diverse cultural heritage. 
For those seeking something more active, why not try your hand 
at one of the many snow activities in UK’s largest indoor real snow 
ski slope, Chill Factore, situated beside The Trafford Centre.
Join us for a day of festive activities including: 

The Trafford Centre: Winner of Best Shopping Venue for Groups 
more times than any other centre or outlet. The majestic shopping 
centre is home to hundreds of major retailers and restaurants. 

Imperial War Museum North: Situated in the waterfront 
destination The Quays, the Museum houses intriguing exhibits 
showing how human life is shaped by war. 

Manchester Christmas Markets: No Mancunian winter is 
complete without a wander through the chalet-lined streets of 
Manchester’s famous Christmas markets where you will discover 
delicacies and unique gifts from all over Europe. 
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Saturday 3rd December

10.45am   Meet at The Trafford Centre for a 

personal guided tour of the centre 

and its facilities. 

12.45pm Lunch at The Trafford Centre.

2.00pm Coach transfer to The Quays.

2.15pm  Guided tour of Imperial War 

Museum North. 

4.00pm  Coach transfer to Manchester  

city centre.

4.45pm  Meet and greet at Manchester 

Christmas Markets followed by hot 

drinks and a bite to eat. 

6.00pm    Coach transfer to The Trafford 

Centre to collect cars or free time  

to shop.

Should you wish to make a weekend of it, 

there are a host of hotels based across the 

city. Britannia Manchester Hotel (city centre) is 

offering £129 per double room or £149 B&B, 

or go to www.visitmanchester.com for the 

latest hotel offers. 

* This trip is free but guests are required to pay a £10 

refundable deposit, preferably by cheque. Do not send any 

monies until your application has been confirmed.

Please note the itinerary is subject to change.

Discover why taking a group to Manchester 
means you’ll be spoilt for choice with our 

latest reader familiarisation for GTOs.

Manchester’s marvellous,
magical Christmas

To register for this trip fill in the form and post it to us for free or sign up online by going to groupleisure.com and clicking on ‘Reader Club’. The form should be sent to Group Leisure Reader Club, Yandell Publishing Ltd, FREEPOST, Tongwell, Milton Keynes, MK15 8BR.

I am interested in joining the Group Leisure Reader Club  
trip to Manchester.  

Please accept my registration for the trip.

Name:  .............................................................................................

Address: ..........................................................................................

.........................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................

Telephone No:  ................................................................................

E-mail:  ............................................................................................

Group Name:  .................................................................................

Description of group: .......................................................................

.........................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................

Number of members:  .....................................................................

Number of group trips in past 12 months: . ...................................

For how many people are you applying for? . ................................

Your last 3 trips (including the name of destination or attraction, 
 and date of trip): 

.........................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................

Feel free to support your application with more information about 
your group tavels and why you feel this trip will be useful.

APPLICATION DEADLINE: Monday 24th October

Reader Club Promotion - Manchester
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Our trips and tours provide group travel organisers 
with the chance to familiarise themselves with venues, 
attractions and destinations they feel may be of interest 
and suitable for their group. It’s a ‘try before you buy’ 
scenario, but please only join us if this is a viable option for 
your group.

How Reader Club works

This Reader Club trip is FREE*  and includes:
• Guided tours and  attraction admissions

• Lunch
• Drinks and snacks at the  Christmas Market* A refundable £10 deposit per person is  required once your place has been  confirmed. Do not send any monies now.

80      March 2011

Few groups will need a formal introduction to London. 
Again voted Best UK City by readers at Group 
Leisure’s 2010 awards, GTOs are sure to be familiar 
with the buzzing shopping districts, historic museums 

and the renowned theatres of the West End.

Therefore on the latest Reader Club 
familiarisation trip, Visit London 
instead chose to profile the sights and 
sounds of cultural Camden Town on 
day one, before heading east to the 
heart of the City on day two of our 
comprehensive itinerary. The varied 
tour introduced our group to a Jewish 
experience, a shopping haven, a boating 
jaunt, an animal encounter, a canal 
background, some tribal delicacies, 
a complete history of London and a 
glimpse into Japanese fashion. 

Situated in the centre of Camden, north west London, our 
party of organisers were welcomed to the Holiday Inn London 
- Camden Lock by two representatives from the Visit London 
organisation, Louisa Myers and Carola van Rijn. After checking 
in to our digs for the night, we were given a tour around 
the facilities of the fantastically-located hotel. Overlooking 
the Regents Canal, it offers a variety of group-friendly 
accommodation options, including four wheelchair-accessible 
bedrooms, and twin rooms which feature two king-sized beds.

Away from the traditional tourist-favoured sites, Melissa Cadby 
accompanied group organisers on a familiarisation trip off the 
London beaten track, to Camden and the City.
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CAPITAL COOL
The first stop on our schedule was the Jewish Museum 
London, just a short walk away on Albert Street. Reopened 
in 2010 following an extensive £10 million redevelopment, 
the bright and modern galleries are a celebration of the Jewish 

faith. Our enthusiastic guide, director Rickie 
Burman, greeted us with an introductory 

auditorium talk, which 
would also be available 
for group bookings. The 
Yiddish theatre karaoke and 
the typical Jewish street 
with authentic chicken 
soup smells were certainly 
talking points amongst the 
GTOs. The upcoming 
exhibition, Entertaining 
the Nation, which focuses 
on Jewish involvement in 

British entertainment, is running from May 
until January, and parties of ten or more receive a ten per cent 
discount on entry to the museum.

A pleasant five-minute stroll took us back past our hotel and 
over the bridge into Camden Lock market. We may not have 
had time to make any purchases, but the whirlwind tour 
certainly whetted my appetite to return for some retail therapy. 
With a mix of eclectic stalls, selling fashion, accessories, 
jewellery, arts & crafts, homeware, music, books and food, 
group members should find something which takes their fancy. 

auditorium talk, which 
would also be available 
for group bookings. The 
Yiddish theatre karaoke and “I’m so pleased to have come on this trip as I was 

hoping to bring my group here in the December 

coming. I loved the Camden Lock market, and 

everything we’ve done has been just the job, 

exactly what I wanted to do. Now all I need to do 

is price things up to make sure we can get here.”

Brian Williams,
Waterside Retireds Association

faith. Our enthusiastic guide, director Rickie 
Burman, greeted us with an introductory 

“I’m so pleased to have come on this trip as I was 
Reader comment:

Reader Club Review - London

Speaking of food, the market is a 
gastronomic heaven. We were lucky 
enough to sample some blended loose leaf 
teas in the rustic Yumchaa Teashop (I went 
for Wild Rose, but Caramel Sweetheart 
and Chilli Chilli Bang Bang also caught 
my eye); some bubble tea (fruit tea with 
jelly balls, all the rage in Taiwan) from the 
one-hour old shop Chaboba; and some delicious ice cream 
from the Chin Chin Laboratorists, Europe’s first nitrogen 
ice cream parlour. All this and we were treated to lunch 
too - the catering stalls had laid on a global feast, served at 
the Lockside Lounge. Each an expert on their nationality’s 
cuisine, I recommend the traditional pie and mash served 
up by West Yard Pies.

As a respite from the buzzing market, the next stop was 
a gentle boat trip on Regents Canal with the London 
Waterbus Company. Groups of 20 or more can be booked 

onto the public service at discounted rates, and day trips can 
be arranged heading east to Limehouse, taking in the urban 
landscape, or west bound to Greenford, good for those scenic 
views. As it was, we were chugging up to ZSL London Zoo.

Originally opened to the public in 1847, a lot has since 
changed at ZSL London Zoo. The most recent exhibit is 
a tropically warm and immersive no-barriers environment, 
housing marmosets, tamarins and sloths. 

As a surprise element to the fam trip, GTOs were lucky 
enough to feed grapes to the monkeys. Not only this, but we 
also stopped by the giraffe enclosure at feeding time, and got 
involved in dishing out slices of bread. Unfortunately, these 
hands-on activities are not normally available to visitors, but 
it was a memorable experience. Group visiting the zoo benefit 
from a 20 per cent pre-booked discount, or 15 per cent off 
prices on-the-day for parties of ten plus people.

Before leaving, we had a quick stop at the ZSL Library, located 
within the zoo’s grounds. Housing books, archives and journal 
collections on zoology and conservation, introductory talks can 
be arranged.

The last item on our day itinerary was a spot of learning at 
the London Canal Museum. Just a short coach ride away in 
King’s Cross, we were welcomed with refreshments and given 

a brief history of London’s canals, the cargoes carried, 
the people who lived and worked on the waterways, 

and the horses that pulled the boats. Some of 
our party perused the exhibits, whilst others 

watched an archive film. Walking groups 
might be interested to book a towpath walk 
along the canal with a guide. Alternatively, 
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To see all
the photos from

the trip, visit
www.facebook.com/

groupleisuregroupleisure

“It has probably been one of the best familiarisation trips we’ve ever been on. I’ve always wanted to go to Camden and it’s proved to me that I must bring my group back. In fact, I’m going to negotiate with the hotel on some rooms for later this year, and I’ve already booked for 100 people to go to that fabulous restaurant, Shaka Zulu. That was really the highlight, but we found Camden quite delightful.”
Jim Godsell, Jim Godsell & Friends

“It has probably been one of the best familiarisation trips we’ve ever 

Reader comment:

>  An introduction 
to Camden Lock 
market at the rustic 
Yumchaa Teashop.

>  Feeding grapes to 
the hungry monkeys 
at ZSL London Zoo.
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